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subordinated to impersonal ends. It is for this reason
that fighting is encouraged in our playgrounds, the
only stipulation being for fairplay. To forbid a boy to
undergo the physical ordeal, means, as we think,
undermining his sincerity, as well as his courage.
But for -him to strike one who is weaker than himself
is to stand disgraced amongst his equals.

That is to say, a social evolution which in Asia has
occupied many centuries is in the West relegated
to, at most, the first ten years of a child's upbringing,
and he then passes into .the period of chivalry.
Indeed if, as some suppose, the ten Avata-rs of Vishnu
are but the symbol of a single perfect life, India her-
self has not failed to point this lesson. For after the
stages of fish, tortoise, boar, and man-lion, are all
safely and happily passed, and the child has become
" a little man," it still remains for him to be twice a
Kshatriya before he is able to become a Buddha.
What is this, but the modern generalisation, that the
individual in his development follows the race? And
in the last sublime myth of Kalki, may it not be that
we have the prophecy of a great further evolution,
in which Buddha-hood itself shall plunge once more
into a.sovereign act of redeeming love and pity, and
initiate, for every individual qf us, the triumph
oi aptive and aggressive ideals ?

Let us suppose, then, that we see Hiiuluism no
longer as the preserver of Hindu custom, but as the